6 


- 
Z * 
— 2 : 4 - 
3 - x A * - * a1 
= 
, a 9 — . 4 «© - * * 6 o 
4 — ” 

4 * 


ON A 


MEMORIAL of the Dutch Eaft-India-Company 


to the States G eneral. 
Humbly Offer'd to the PARLIAMENT. 
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Memorials deliver'd ſince the Year 1719. repreſented to the States 

General the great Damage they had already ſuffer'd, and were like 

further to ſuſtain from the new Navigation and Commerce of late 

ſet up and carried on from the Spaniſh, now Auſtrian, Netherlands to the Eaſt 
Indies, contrary to all Treaties and Agreements. | | 


T HE Eaſt. India- Company of the United Provinces have in ſeveral 


Firſt, They make it appear from the Treaty of Munſter concluded in the 


Year 1648, That the King of Spain had obliged himſelf and all his Succeſlors 


never to ſuffer that the Spaziaras ſhould ever extend their Navigation or Com- 
merce in the Eaſt Indies beyond the Limits they were there confin'd to; that 
the Spaniards as well as the Dutch were obliged each Party, as to the Indies, to 
keep within the Bounds of Traffick agreed to, and that neither of them ſhould 
Trade or Navigate within the other's Diſtrict, not only to thoſe Places which 


the reſpective Parties were poſſeſs'd of as Proprictors, but even not to tuch 


as being independant and having their own Sovereigns, had it in their Pow- 
er to grant or deny to others the Liberty of Commerce with them ; and that 


by Virtue of the ſaid Treaty the Sovereigns on each fide were obliged invi- 


olably to maintain the Agreement made by it, and puniſh their Subjects if on 
either {ide they ſhould 1 rade or Navigate in the Diſtrict of the other in the 
Indies. | | A 3 | 

Secondly, They ſhew that this Agreement concerning the Affair of the Indies 
had been very well kept by both Parties, at leaſt that nothing marerial had 
been offer'd in violation of it on either ſide: That the Spaniards had conti- 


nued their Navigation from Europe through the Streights of Magellan, and fo 


on to the Philippine Iſlands or the Manilles in the Eaſt Indies, without extend- 
ing themſelves any further: and that in like manner the Dutch Eaſt-- India- 
Company had continued their Navigation and Fabrick Eaſtward of the Cape 


the Good Hope to Batavia and Java, the Contivent of Aſia and the Indies, to- 
gether with the Seas, Rivers and Iſlands ſituated between the Manuilles and 


the Iſle of Java and the Moluccoes incluſive, without extending themſelves 
further to the Manilles or any Spaniſh Places of Comerce : And that there was 


no reaſon to doubt but matters relating thereunto between Spain and the 


Unitea Provinces would have remained in the ſame Condition without Cauſe 


of Complaint on either ſide, had not by things intervening the Spaziſh, now 
Auſtriin, Netherlands changed their Sovereign and been put in the Poſſeſſion of 


his preſent Imperial and Catholick Maieſty, which Alteration (they ſay) was 
now-unjuftly made a Handle of by the Inhabitants of the faid Netherlands to 
claim greater Privileges than ever were enjoy'd by any Subjects of Spain. 
1hiraty, They ſolidly refute, in the firſt place the Pretence of thoſe Nether- 
Landers as if his preſent Imperial and Catholick Maieſty was not bound to 
any thing ſign'd or promis'd by the King of Spain in the Treaty of Manſter, 
but had the Power as a Sovereign to beſtow what Privileges he pleas'd on his 
Subjects, tho” they had never enjoy'd them before: In the Second, the fallaci- 
ous Argument the others alledge from the ancient Law of Nations, by which 


Trade and Navigation were open to all. 


To do the former they prove from the Treaty of Truce made in the Year 
1609, and the Words of a noted Spaniſb Civilian, that only the Caſtilians and 
thoſe who by Naturalization were deemed to be ſuch were permitted to trade 


to the Iadies with Excluſion not only of other Nations, but likewiſe all 
other Subjects of the Crown of Spain, and conſequently that the Inhabitan:s 
of the ſaid Netherlands as well as the Arragonians, Neapolitans, Sicilians and 
other SubjeAs to that Crown were prohibited to Traffick to rhe Inazes. ;To 
demonſtrate moreover thut this Prohibition had a particular regard to the 
Flanderkins and Brabanderi, they quote, the Act of Renounciatiun made at 
Maarid the 6th of May 1598, by which the King yields to the Infanta Cl:ra 
. Jſabella Eugenia the Spaniſp Netherlanas on condition, and not otherwiſe, (as 

may be ſcen in the 8th Anicle of the ſaid Act) that neither the Iofanta, her 
Husband, or any of their Succeſſors to whom the ſaid Countries might de- 
volve ſhall by any means drive any Commerce or ſend any Shipping to the Ea, 
or Weſt Indies on any Preterce Whatever; and that if any of their Subjects 
ſhould tranſgrels in treſpaſſing againſt this Article, they ſhould be obliged ſe. 
verely to puniſh them: to prove likewiſe the Validity of this Act they cite an 
* Inftance in the Year 1601, where his Catholick Majeſty being informed that 

ſome Merchants at Aztwerp carried on a clandeſtine Trade to the Indies, did 

fend a Commiſſion to inſpect their Books, which gave them ſo much Unęaſineſs 
that to avert further Calamities, they were forc'd to buy off the King's Dif. 
pleaſure and compound their Crime for 8600c00 Ducats, Ce: 


i - 


Having thus demonſtrated that the Inhabitants of the ſaid Netherlands never 
have had the Right of Trading to the Izdzes, they aſſert that thoſe Countries 
being by the late Barrier Treaty made the Property of anot her Sovereign, they 
could not be imagined by that Change to have alter'd their Condition fo much 
for the better, and conſequently that the Opinion, as it his Imperial and Catho- 
lick Majeſty was not bound to the Tieaty of Munſter, or that the ſame as a 
Sovereign Lord could give the Inhabitants of the Netherlands ſuch a new 
Right in Prejudice of the ſaid Treaty, is ill grounded and erroneous, for the 
, . . i. - 
Firſt, Becauſe the King of Spain as well by the Act of Renounciation above- 
named as the Treaty of Munſter has bound and engaged not only himſelf and 
his Heirs, but likewiſe all his Succeſſors and Poſterity in general (from what 
Right ſoever they might derive their Succeſſion) that ſuch a thing never 
ſhould be granted or ſuffered to be attempted. Seconaly, Becauſe it is evident 
that neither the King of Great Brittain nor the States General could ever have 
enter'd into an Alliance with his preſent Imperial and Catholick Majeſty 
againſt France with any other View, than to fix the Crown of Spain on his ſaid 
Majeſty's Head, to whom by Right it belong'd, either whole or in part with 
all fuch Treaties, Obligations and Privileges as in relation to Great Brittain 
and the Seven Provinces were in Force at the Demiſe of the late King of Spain. 
I hey appeal moreover to Law and Equity, and laſtly to the Condition it 
| ſelf upon which his Imperial Catholick Majeſty has taken upon him the Sove- 
reignty of the ſaid Netherlands by the Barrier Treaty, in the 26th Article of 
which it is expreſly ſtipulated, that Commerce and every thing relating to it 
were to remain on the ſame Foot as they had been ſettled in the Treaty of 
| Munſter in the Manner contained in the Articles of the ſaid Treaty; which 
Articles being in the Year 1715 confirmed between his imperial and Catho- 
lick Majeſty and the United Provinces, and not the leaſt Alteration made in 
them by the Barrier Treaty, they conclude that the ſaid Netherlanas,' as well 
in regard of the Obligations they lay under, as the Privileges they enjoy'd, 
could not be conſider'q otherwiſe, than as if they ſtil] belong d to that ſame 
Sovereign, and never had been ſeparated from the Crown of Span. 
Io the Second Part, viz. The Argument drawn from the ancient Laws of 
Nations, by which Trade and Navigation were always open to all, they op- 
5 poſe the modern Practice of the moſt Civiliz d Nations in Europe, by Whom 
now they are look'd upon as a Property that might be limited and parted; 
and anſwer further, That there is no Law, but what loſes its Force, when by 
Treaty it is expreſly barr'd and ſtipulated againſt, 
 Fourthly, They mention the Expence of Blood and Treaſure, the Republick 
had been at in helping to reduce thoſe ſame Netherlands under the Obedience 
of his preſent Imperial and Catholick Majeſty ; and urge how unreaſonable it 
was, that thereby the States ſhould become ſuch Sufferers, that thoſe gen = 
LIES . : © rherlanias 


therlands ſhould now have a Liberty to act againſt their Repubuck-waat was 
Unlawful before, and had been Prohibited to them by a ſolemn Treaty. © {| 
- Fifthly, they prove clearly as well as amply, That the Trade, carried on 
from the Auſtriæn Netherlands to the Eaſt Indies is a maniteſt Infringement on 
the Treaty of Manſler. 


* 
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Sixthly and laſtly, They ſet forth the many Wrongs, they daily ſuffer from 
that new Navigation, together with the Ruinous Condition it muſt ſhortly 
reduce them to if continued, imploring at the fame time their High Mighti- 
neſſes, hat they will be pleaſed to endeavour with their Powerful Aſſiſtance to 
redreſs thoſe Grievances, and effectually preverit the grand Cauſe of their 
. Complant. 3 : 
I be States General, who on former Remonſtrances of their Eaff-India-Com- 
pan) had already order'd their Miniſters at the Courts of Vienna and Bruſſels 
to labour againſt, and if poſſible prevent chis new Navigation, have, on a 
Memorial deliver'd the 15th of March 1723, N. S. and complaining that his 
Imperial and Catholiæk Majeſty had actually granted a Patent for Erecting a 
new KEaſt-India-Company at Oſtend, not only renew'd their Orders to their Mi- 
niſters at the Courts aforeſaid, but likewiſe ſent Inſtructions to their Ambaſ- 
ſador with the King of France, who is Guarantee of the Treaty of Munſter, 
and to their Miniſter with the King of Great Brittain, who is Guarantee of 
the Barrier Treaty, to ſupport them in ſo unjuſt an Invaſion of thoſe Treaties 
and of their Commerce. 4 | 
They have moreover reſolved to renew the Placards of 9 Doc. 1625. 
3 Dec. 1616. 13 Auguſt 1674 and 11 Auguſt 1698, and Enact, That if any of 
their Subjects ſhall engage in the Service of this new O/tena-Compayy, or any 
other Trading from the Netherlands to the Eaſt or Weſt Indies within the Li- 
mits contained in the Charters of the Eaſt and Weſt India Companies, ſuch 
a Subject 10 engaging ſhall upon Conviction, either in the Dominions of the 
States General at Home, or in the Indies, be put to Death without any Con- 
nivance: and if it ſhall be diſcovered, that any of the Subjects of the ſaid 
States General, Merchants or Inhabitants of their Dominions at Home, or in 
the Indies, "ſhall directly or indirectly Subſcribe into this new Project, or 
take any Share or Concern in the Stock of this new Oſtend- Society, or be in 
any manner aſſiſting in the carrying on of the ſame, they ſhall be deemed 
Traytors and Enemies to their Country, and ſhall forfeit all their Goods 
and Chattels, and be Baniſh'd the Seven Provinces, in Conformity to the 
aforemention'd Placards. . 3 © 
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It is impoſſible to make the leaſt Reflection on Things, without obſerving 
that what is complain'd of by the Eaſt-Izd:a-Company of the Seven Provinces 
muſt in the ſame manner affect the Company of Merchants in England Trading to 
the Eaſt Indies, and that an Infringement in the Treaty of Munſter, and con- 
ſequently in that of the Barrier, 1s as Injurious to the Kingdom of Great Brit. 

tain, as it is to the States — - 3 | Os 

By the 8th Article of the Treaty of Commerce concluded at Madrid be- 

tween England and Spain the 13th of May 1669, we are intitled to all the Privi- 

leges, andthe ſame Right the Dutch can claim by Virtue of the Treaty of Mun- 
fer, as is evident from theſe Words concluding the ſaid Article: And for 
* what. may concern both the. Indies and any. other Parts whatſoever, the 
© Crown. of Spain does Grant to the King of Great Brittain and his Subjects 
all that is Granted to the United States of the Low Countries and their Sub- 

\ © jeQs in their Treaty of Munſter 1648, Point for Point, in as full and ample 
* manner, as if the ſame was herein PREY inſerted ; the ſame Rules be- 

' © ing to be obſerv'd, whereunto the Subjects of the ſaid United States are ob- 

_ © liged, and mutual Offices of Friendſhip to be.perform'd from one fide to 


© the other. | 2 
If now it be conſider'd, firſt; that the Negative Promiſes, ot to extend them. 
ſelves any further, and other Reſtraints the Spaniards ſubmitted to, were the 
Privileges of the greateſt moment that were granted to the Dutch, Secondly, 
That the Exgliſb on the one fide have an equal Share with the Dutch in all the 
_ Advantages yielded by the Spani ar ds in the Treaty of Manſter, and the Nether- 
lands aforeſaid on the other are by the ſaid Treaty as well as by the AR of 
on jo Renounciatiort 


merce and Navigation to the Indies, it is evident, that the taking off and abo- 
liſhing that Excluſion and Incapacity is a manifeſt Violation of the laſt Barrier 
Treaty, of which tte King of Great Brittain is Guarantee, and in which his 
preſent Imperial and Catholick Majeſty himſelf, as Earl of Flanders and Duke 
Brabant, has folemnly conhrm'd the Treaty of Munſter at the time his ſaid 
ajeſty was actually in Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Earldom and Dutchy. 

The Share like wiſe, which this Kingdom has had in the Expence of Blood 


and Treaſure, to wreſt thoſe Netherlands from the great Power of France, has been 


no way inferiour to that of the United Provinces, and what the Datch Envoy in 
his Memorial to the Court at Vienna has lately remonſtrated in behalf of the 
States General, might with the ſevereſt Truth be juſtly applied to the Crown 
of Great Brittain. No Man (ſaid he) can imagine, that their High Mighti- 
neſſes, who have made fuch glorious Efforts, and have been ſo highly In- 
ſtrumental in recovering the Spaniſh Netherlands, and ſo many other Parts of 
the Spaniſh Monarchy in Favour of his Imperial and Catholick Majeſty, 
could, by entring into thoſe Engigements forego, or that they intended to 
* forego their Prerogatives and Rights, to ſupport what they had obtain'd by 
© the Treaty of Munſter. . 

This being the State of Affairs, it is humbly offer*d to the Wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment; whether the Nation in regard, as well of our own Trade ind Navi— 
gation to the Hazes, as the Obligation we are under to maintain the Barrier 
Treaty, ought not effectually io oppoſe this Innovation: Firſt by endeavours 
ing to obtain all the Redreſs, that can be expected from the known Juſtice 
and Equity of his Imperial and Catholick Majeſty, in withdrawing and de- 
ſtroying the Validity, of the Patent which is ſaid to be already granted for a 
new Eaſt- India. Company at Oſtend, and promiſing not to Sign or Grant for the 
future any other Paſſes or Commiſſions for a Navigation to either Judies. 
Secondly, By fteadily perſiſting in what the Honourable Houſe of Commons 


0 


has already begun, vzz. the prohibiting and by ſevere Penalties deterring the 


Subjects of Grent Britain from engaging directly or indirectly in any Trade or 


Shipping, that is or {hall be carried on from any part of the Auſtrian NVether- 


lands to the Euſt or MWieſt- Indies. 


Which Hatter can only ſeem harſh and unequitable to ſuch, as are ſtill 


Ignorant (of what yet is a lamentable truth) that they were neither Flemiſb 


nor Germans, that were the firſt Promoters and Contrivers of this Unlawful 


Trade, but ſome unnatural Subjects of this Kingdom, who have left no Stone 


uoturn'd to remonſtrate, at the Courts of Vienna and Bruſſels, the vaſt Advan- 


tages which his tmperial and Catholick Majeſty and his Netherlands would 
reap from it; in order to transfer Commerce and Navigation as much as they 
could, from their own Native to a Foreign Country for their own private 
Ends: Such, as having laid the Foundation of Opulent Fortunes, by being 
Commanders and Super-cargo's in the Service of the Exgliſh-Eaſt-India Com- 
pany, have perfidioutly and ungratefully communicated to Strangers the Ex- 
perience which they obtain d in the India Trade, at the Expence of the Exgliſp 
Eaſt- India -Cothpany, and to the Scandal of their Country, appear'd as Di- 
rectors at the Publick Sales of Eaff- Inaia Goods at Offend. 6 


Theſe things being duely Weigh'd, it is hop'd, the Legiſlature will think 


it unreaſonable, that the Trade and Navigation to the Eaſt-Indies, fo highly 


valued and tenderly cheriſf'd by our knowing and induſtrious Neighbours, 


ſhould in Great Britain be only clogg'd with Prohibitions and for the reſt ne- 
glected, whilſt at the fame time ſome renegade Subjects are ſuffer d to the de- 
triment of their ow] Countty to enrich others by them, and ſuch, as by Solemn 
Treaty are excluded from all Commerce to the Inaies, and yet preſume to Navi- 
gate thither in our Diſtricts, exempt from all Incumbrances under the Shelter 


and fate Guard of the Forts, Garriſons and other Settlements which the Exgli{b 


Eaſt· India Company is oblig'd to maintain at a vaſt Expence, and without 


conſiderable Rate. 
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Renonnciation above-mentioned excluded and incapacitated from all Com. 


which no general Trade could be carried on from Europe to thoſe Parts at auß 


. _ —_ 


O Theſe Conſiderations are to be had at the Bible and Crown in Lombard Street, 
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